Shine at Home					Winter 2026–2027  Unit A
Add this explanation the first week you send out or post the announcements:

[image: ]Today we are beginning a weekly announcement for families of children and 
junior youth. Each Sunday you will find faith nurture ideas that coordinate with 
the weekly session plans from Shine Curriculum that our congregation uses. The Bible story can be read from The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible (available for purchase from www.ShineCurriculum.com) or simply read it from a Bible translation of your choice. 


[image: ]November 29, 2026 
A New Beginning
John 1:1–18

Read pages 160–161 in The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible or John 1:1–18. Imagine a light that never goes out.

Talk. Take turns naming things that create light. How many can you name? Talk about ways people can shine light in the world. 

Pray. God, help us shine the light of Jesus wherever we go. Amen.



[image: ]December 6, 2026
Elizabeth and Zechariah 	
Luke 1:5–25; 57–80 

Read pages 162–163 and 166–167 from The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible or Luke 1:5–25; 57–80. Imagine not being able to talk for one week or one month.

Talk. Elizabeth and Zechariah waited a long time for a baby. What is something you have waited for? Talk about what it feels like to wait for something exciting to happen.

Pray. God, be with us while we wait. Help us know that you are with us. Amen.



[image: ]December 13, 2026
Mary’s Song 
Luke 1:26–56

Read pages 164–165 in The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible or Luke 1:26–56. Imagine listening to Mary sing.

Talk. Take turns naming what brings you joy. Talk about times when you have experienced joy as a family. 
Pray. Thank you, God, that you have done great things for us. Fill our hearts with joy! Amen.


[image: ]December 20, 2026
Born in Bethlehem	
Luke 2:1–20

Read pages 170–173 in The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible or Luke 2:1–20. What is your favorite part of the Christmas story?

Talk. God showed love by sending Jesus to earth. Talk about ways that you can show love this week.
Pray. Loving God, thank you for the gift of Jesus. Amen.


[image: ]December 27, 2026
Anna and Simeon 	
Luke 2:21–40 

Read pages 174–175 in The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible or Luke 2:21–40. How do you think Anna and Simeon knew that baby Jesus was the promised Savior?

Talk. Take turns naming wise and caring adults, such as teachers, friends, grandparents, aunts, and uncles. Talk about times when they have spoken kind words of blessing to you.

Pray. God, thank you for the people who care for us and show us kindness. Amen.


[image: ]January 3, 2027
Follow That Star	
Matthew 2:1–23

Read pages 176–177 in The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible or Matthew 2:1–23. Imagine traveling at night following a star.

Talk. The magi brought special gifts to honor Jesus. Take turns sharing about a time when you received a special gift. Then talk about a time when you gave a special gift.

Pray. God, we praise you and honor you. Help us follow the light of your love. Amen.



Check with your teachers to find out if the FlexSession will be used and to find out the date of the FlexSession. Session dates may need to be adjusted depending on your congregation’s schedule.


[image: ]FlexSession
Light for the World
John 1:1–18 

Read pages 160–161 in The Peace Table: A Storybook Bible or John 1:1–18. Where have you seen God’s light this week?

Talk. Name people or organizations that help people or provide services in your community. Talk about how they bring light into the world.

Pray. Jesus, you are the light of the world! Help us share your light with those around us. Amen.
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