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Dear Families,

Welcome to the Fall 2023 quarter of Shine: Living in God’s Light! We 

begin with stories from Genesis, focusing on the family of Abraham and 

Sarah. Th is family had many challenges, as all families do today. Th ey 

struggled to get along and love each other well. Th ey weren’t sure if God 

was going to come through for them. Th ey also learned to make peace and 

to trust God’s promises. Th e book of Exodus follows the story of the 

Israelites as they suff ered in slavery and then were led to freedom. After 

many years, they fi nally came to the Promised Land. 

Th ese ancient stories have much to teach about who God is and what 

it means to be the people of God. We can learn more about living in 

community with others. Th rough times of struggle and times of joy,  we 

can draw strength from our relationship with God and each other.

As a parent or caregiver, you have an important role in your child’s faith formation during this phase of 

life. Share what you like best about the Bible stories. Say simple prayers with your child. Listen to your 

child’s ideas about who God is. Incorporate faith conversations into your daily routine. Th is can be as 

simple as saying “Look at that beautiful tree that God made!” or “I am feeling sad right now. I am going  

to tell God how I feel.” Th is conveys that a relationship with God is not a “church thing,” but a part of 

everyday life.

Blessings to you and your family as you explore God’s story together!
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SESSION 1
Move Cube

Cut on the solid lines. Fold 

on the dotted lines. Tape 

the sides together to make a 

cube. To play the game, roll 

the cube. Whatever action 

is on top is the movement 

the group or individual does. 

If the Shine logo side is up, 

choose any action.

Hold hands

Spin Dance Jump

Raise your arms
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SESSIONS 1, 2
Tree Template

Copy and cut out the Tree Template 

for use as a storytelling prop.
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SESSION 2
Star Template

Use this template as a guide 

for cutting out sandwiches, 

cheese, melon slices, or     

bar cookies for the              

Early Arrivals snack. 

SESSION 3
Seed Soup
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SESSION 3
“Calm Down” Cards

Copy and cut out the cards for use in Responsive Play (Move). 

Take a step backwards. Count to 10 on your fi ngers.

Put your hands on your belly and breathe. 
Feel your belly go in and out. Stretch as tall as you can. 

Ill
us

tr
at

io
ns

 b
y 

Le
n 

Ep
st

ei
n,

 G
ar

y 
U

nd
er

cu
ffl  

er
, a

nd
 G

ab
ho

r U
to

m
o



88 / Teaching Aids
Permission is granted to photocopy this page or print from www.ShineCurriculum.com/Extras 

for use with the Shine: Living in God’s Light Curriculum. All rights reserved.

SESSION 3
Jacob and Esau Puppets

Copy and cut out one set of puppets for each person for use in Share the Story (Re-play). 

Jacob Jacob

Esau Esau
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SESSION 5
Bread Pictures

Print enough copies so each child can have one of each type of bread). Use in Responsive Play (Create).  
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SESSIONS 5, 6 
Dream Cards

Copy and cut apart the cards for use as a storytelling props. 
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Illustrations by Len Epstein



SESSION 7
“Make Peace” Cards

Copy and cut apart the cards. Post them around the room at children’s eye level for Responsive Play (Make Peace).
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Illustrations by Bob McMahon and Gabhor Utomo



SESSION 8
Story Cards

Copy and cut apart one set of Story Cards for each child for use in Share the Story (Re-play.)
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Illustrations by Dave Huth



SESSION 8
“I Can Help” Song

Sing each verse to the tune of “If You’re Happy 

and You Know It.” Add your own verses as desired. 

If someone is stuck, I can help.

If someone is stuck, I can help.

If someone is stuck,

I can go and help them out.

If someone is stuck, I can help.

If someone falls down, I can help.

If someone falls down, I can help.

If someone falls down, 

I can go and help them out.

If someone falls down, I can help.

If someone is thirsty, I can help.

If someone is thirsty, I can help.

If someone is thirsty, 

I can go and help them out.

If someone is thirsty, I can help.

If someone ______, I can help.

If someone ______, I can help.

If someone ______, 

I can go and help them out.

If someone ______, I can help.
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Illustrations by Len Epstein

SESSION 1
“God Goes with Us” Song
Sing this song to the tune of “London Bridge Is 
Falling Down” during Responsive Play (Move). 
 
God goes with us everywhere, 

everywhere, everywhere. 

Left and right and up and down, 

(reach left, right, up, then down) 
God goes with us.

SESSION 10
“Cloud and Fire” Prop 
Cut the solid lines around the 
outside of the “Cloud and Fire” 
Prop. Make a handle by taping 
a craft stick onto the back of 
the pillar of fi re. Fold the 
prop along the dotted line 
and tape it so that the craft 
stick is inside.



SESSION 10
Celebration Puzzle

Copy the puzzle onto card stock, one per child, for use during Responsive Play (Create). You may want to precut the 

pieces depending on the skill level of your group and amount of time you have for the activity. 

We will celebrate and praise you, Lord! 
You are good to us, and your love never fails. 
—  Psalm 106:1 (CEV)
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Illustration by Ray Dirks



SESSION 12
Story Puzzle
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Love God
best of all. 

Do not worship
other gods. 

Respect
God’s name. 

Rest on the
seventh day. 

Honor your
parents. 

Do not
hurt people. 

5 1 2

3 4

GOD PEOPLE
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Love your
husband or wife.

Do not steal.

Tell the truth.

Be happy with
what you have. 

Illustrations by Jesse Graber and Gabhor Utomo


